Teaching About Controversial Issues

This strategy works best when you can present two polar positions on an issue.  For example: “the death penalty should be reinstated (or abolished) in my state” … AGREE or DISAGREE

There are a few rules: 

· there are no right or wrong answers

· reasons are important

· don’t interrupt others when they are speaking

TAKE A STAND: Ask a group of students (fewer than 10) to take a stand in front of the room along a continuum.  (Many teachers prefer to ask ALL students to write their position on a piece of paper at their desk and give their two most convincing reasons before any students come to the front of the room.)

CLARIFY:  Ask each student in front of the room to explain her/his position.  At this point you are NOT asking for the reasons for their position, only for a clarification of their position (e.g., a student standing most of the way in favor of the death penalty may be there because she/he favors it for certain crimes but not others, etc.).  As students clarify positions, it is likely they will need to move relative to one another on the continuum.

GIVE REASONS: Ask each student for her/his two best reasons.

RANK REASONS CONTRARY TO YOURS FOR PERSUASIVENESS: Ask students on each end of the continuum which reasons given by a student on the other end seemed most persuasive.

EXAMINE CONSEQUENCES OF THE VARIOUS OPTIONS PRESENTED: This can be done after students return to their seats.

