INTEREST GROUPS AND THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT
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The following are available as substitute cases for the group work activities in this lesson:
· Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle

· Massachusetts v. EPA

· Morse v. Frederick

To use  PICS v. Seattle, place the following section of the table into Transparency and Handout #3. Replace Handout #4 with pages 3 and 4 of this document. 

	Case


	What the case is about
	Interest groups that may be interested in this case


	Parents Involved in Community Schools  v. Seattle
	A school district is trying to achieve racial balance among its high schools.  It considers race when it assigns students to schools, which results in some students being denied admission to the school closest to their homes.  Is this use of race constitutional? 
	


To use Massachusetts v. EPA, place the following section of the table into Transparency and Handout #3. Replace Handout #4 with pages 5 and 6 of this document.

	Case


	What the case is about
	Interest groups that may be interested in this case


	Massachusetts v. EPA
	Can a state force the federal Environmental Protection Agency to regulate vehicle emissions, carbon monoxide and other gasses?  According to one state, the EPA is required to do so by The Clean Air Act, which says the EPA must regulate “any air pollutant” that “…endangers public health or welfare.”  EPA says the Clean Air Act does not specifically mention vehicle emissions and carbon dioxide, so it has no authority over those – and even if the Act did mention them, EPA is not required to issue vehicle emission standards.   
	


To use Morse v. Frederick, place the following section of the table into Transparency and Handout #3. Replace Handout #4 with pages 7 and 8 of this document.

	Morse v. Frederick
	Students were released from class to attend a parade on the street next to their school.  A student held up a sign that said “Bongs Hits 4 Jesus.”  The principal asked the student to take down the sign.  He refused and was suspended.  Did the suspension violate his free speech rights under the First Amendment?
	


Handout #4 – substitute:

Research Questions ---

Interest Groups and Affirmative Action in Schools

Circle the interest group below that you and your partner have been assigned to study: 

Center for Individual Rights         or            National Association for the 
                                                                          
    Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)

Both groups are interested in the Supreme Court case Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle. 

Directions:

Go to the following Web site to learn more about your interest group: 

Center for Individual Rights = www.cir-usa.org
NAACP = www.naacp.org
Browse the home page and then follow the link to “Policy and Advocacy” or “Mission” or “Legislation and Advocacy”  

a.)
What are the priorities of this interest group?
b.)
Why might this interest group be concerned about this case?
c.) In this case, the lower court ruled that the racial assignment plan was allowed.  The Supreme Court has said that race-based classifications for admission to schools must (1) have an important government interest and (2) be “narrowly tailored” (affect as few students as possible in order to achieve the goals).  The lower court found that the Seattle schools had an important interest – maintaining diversity.  They also found that the school district’s plan was narrowly tailored – because the plan didn’t use quotas, had race-neutral alternatives, and didn’t cause undue harm to any races.  
Given that, would this group want the Court to deny or to grant cert?  Explain your answer.  (Remember, if this group liked the lower court decision it would not want the Court to hear this case.)
d.)
From the perspective of this interest group, what are the best arguments to convince the Court to grant or to deny cert?
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e.)
Assume the Court decided to hear this case.  From the perspective of this interest group, how should the Court decide this case?  (What should be the outcome?)

f.)
From the perspective of this interest group, what are the best arguments for that decision?

Once you have answered the questions above, follow the links below to see this interest group’s actual amicus brief(s).  They can be found at: 
NAACP: http://supreme.lp.findlaw.com/supreme_court/docket/2006/december/05-908-parents-involved-v-seattle-school-district.html
CIR:  http://www.cir-usa.org/legal_docs/seattle_amicus.pdf 
When your research is complete, you and your partner will meet with another set of students who studied the same case, but a different interest group.  Be prepared to tell the other students about your research and your answers to the questions on this handout.  
Handout #4 - B: 
Research Questions ---

Interest Groups and the Global Warming and Federalism Case

Circle the interest group listed below that you and your partner have been assigned to study:

                      National Wildlife Federation     or
   the Cato Institute 
Both groups are interested in the Supreme Court case Massachusetts v. E.P.A.  

Directions:

Go to the following Web site to learn more about your interest group: 

National Wildlife Federation: www.nwf.org
Cato Institute: www.cato.org 
Browse the home page and then follow the link to “About” or “Global Warming” (for National Wildlife Federation) or “About Us,” “Research Areas,” then “Environment and Climate” (for Cato)  

a.)
What are the priorities of this interest group?

b.)
Why might this interest group be concerned about this case?

c.) In this case, the lower court, found that the EPA was allowed to deny the states’ request to regulate greenhouse gasses.  They found that the EPA could decide not to regulate a pollutant based on factors that include scientific uncertainty as to whether that pollutant is really dangerous, as well as other concerns.  

Given that, would this group want the Court to deny or to grant cert?  Explain your answer.  (Remember, if this group liked the lower court decision it might want the Court to deny cert and to not hear this case.)

d.)
From the perspective of this interest group, what are the best arguments to convince the Court to grant or to deny cert?
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e.)
Assume the Court decided to hear this case.  From the perspective of this interest group, how should the Court decide this case?  (What should be the outcome?)

f.)
From the perspective of this interest group, what are the best arguments for that decision?

Once you have answered the questions above, follow the links below to see this interest group’s actual amicus brief(s).  They can be found at: 

(NWF) http://supreme.lp.findlaw.com/supreme_court/briefs/05-1120/05-1120.mer.ami.wildlife.pdf
or

(Cato) http://www.cato.org/pubs/legalbriefs/ma_v_epa_10-24-06.pdf 
When your research is complete, you and your partner will meet with another set of students who studied the same case, but a different interest group.  Be prepared to tell the other students about your research and your answers to the questions on this handout.  
Handout #4 - D:

Research Questions --- 

Interest Groups and the Free Speech for Students Case

Circle the interest group listed below that you and your partner have been assigned to study:

                             DARE America
or
Students for a Sensible Drug Policy

Both groups are interested in the Supreme Court case Morse v. Frederick.  

Directions:

Go to the following Web site to learn more about your interest group:

DARE: www.dare.com



Students for Sensible Drug Policy: www.ssdp.org
Browse the home page and then follow the link to “About” (DARE) or “About-Mission” and “Campaigns” (Students for Sensible Drug Policy).  

a.)
What are the priorities of this interest group?

b.)
Why might this interest group be concerned about this case?

c.) In this case, the lower court ruled in favor of the student, arguing that the Supreme Court had said that the First Amendment protected student speech except where the speech would cause a disturbance. Because the student was punished for his message rather than for any disturbance, the Circuit Court ruled, the punishment was unconstitutional. 
Given that, would this group want the Court to deny or to grant cert?  Explain your answer.  (Remember, if this group liked the lower court decision it might want the Court to deny cert and to not hear this case.)
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d.)
From the perspective of this interest group, what are the best arguments to convince the Court to grant or to deny cert?

e.)
Assume the Court decided to hear this case.  From the perspective of this interest group, how should the Court decide this case?  (What should be the outcome?)

f.)
From the perspective of this interest group, what are the best arguments for that decision?

Once you have answered the questions above, follow the links below to see this interest group’s actual amicus brief(s).  They can be found at: 

DARE: http://www.oyez.org/sites/default/files/cases/2000-2009/2006/2006_06_278/briefs/petitioner/DARE%20America.pdf
Students for Sensible Drug Policy: http://www.oyez.org/sites/default/files/cases/2000-2009/2006/2006_06_278/briefs/respondent/Students%20for%20Sensible%20Drug%20Policy.pdf
When your research is complete, you and your partner will meet with another set of students who studied the same case, but a different interest group.  Be prepared to tell the other students about your research and your answers to the questions on this handout.  
