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2012–2013 Term: Typical or Atypical?
	Data
	Typical
	Atypical

	The Court heard arguments in and handed down written opinions in 78 cases.
	
	

	38 of the 78 opinions (or 49%) were unanimous (i.e., without a dissent).
	
	

	23 of the 78 opinions (or 30%) were decided 5–4.
	
	

	14 of the 78 cases were from the 9th Circuit (West Coast).
	
	

	66 of the 78 cases were appeals from federal as opposed to state court decisions.
	
	

	Justice Kennedy, sometimes thought of as the “swing” vote on the Court, was in the majority in 71 (91%) of the cases.
	
	

	There were 0 original jurisdiction cases accepted during this Term.
	
	

	The justice most often in dissent this Term was Justice Scalia.
	
	

	A distinguishing feature of this Term was the Court’s overturning of laws passed by Congress or state legislatures (the democratic branches).
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