USING THE NEWSPAPER

As a result of this session, you will be able to:

· Discuss the accuracy of the reporting on Supreme Court decisions.

· Compare differences in coverage of major newspapers.

· Discuss using newspapers in training and in the classroom.

Procedures:

1. Sit with assigned group.

2. Choose a reporter/recorder.

3. Read the articles about Supreme Court decisions in the newspapers assigned to your group.

4. Comparing the newspapers, discuss the following questions:

What is the lead?  (first 1-3 paragraphs)

Does the newspaper accurately and correctly give information on the decisions handed down yesterday?

· Does the headline reflect the decision?

· How many articles are written on each decision?

· Can the general public understand the issues of the case?

· Does it represent the holding/decision correctly?

· Is it aimed at emotion and sympathy or intellect and reason?  What is missing?

· Can the general public understand the ruling and any possible impact on their lives?

Are the articles biased?

· How so?  What end does the writer seek?

· Is there a balance of information?  Is it complete or selective?

· Does the writer have a political position?

How does coverage in the papers differ?

Could you use the newspapers in training?  In the classroom?

· Is the information clear?

· Is it descriptive?

· Would it be helpful for students?  Other teachers?

· Which newspaper would you use?

What would you change about the articles?

THE MORNING NEWS

In your group, compare the Tuesday newspapers, focusing on their news coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court's Monday decisions.  After each reader reports, fill in the grid below using the following scale to reflect the quality of the coverage:

4 = excellent

3 = good

2 = fair

1 = poor

	
	Is it complete?
	Can it be understood?
	Is it balanced/ objective?
	Is it accurate?
	Other comments? 

(no score)  
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How was the coverage the same?  

How was it different?

What lessons can we learn about the media's coverage of US Supreme Court cases from this exercise?
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